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As the diſputes at this time run ſo high be- 
4 tween the Church and the Diſſenters con- 
cerning a Repeal of the Teſt AR, and as it is 4 
evident, that every endeavour is now uſed by the Ro 
Diſſenters, to overthrow the preſent Eftabliſhment _ Y 
of the Church of England; I muſt take the } 
_ liberty to ſay, That whenever they are able 8 ö 
carry that point, the State itſelf will totter, and, - 

i 


t laſt, fall into ruins; nor can it be denied on 


B | 5 any 


EY: 


any 54 8 that the W of the Corpo- - 
ration and Teſt Acts will infallibly bring about 
this event; as they were deſigned for the {ſecurity 
and ſupport of the Eftabliſhed Conllitution in 
Church and State.—We have the comfort to 
know, that this can never happen until ie 
ment refuſes its Aid, and fails to cheriſh and pro- 
tect the preſent Eftabliſhment ; I believe, every 
Difſenter will allow, chat ſome Eſtabliſhment or 
other is neceſſary for its very exiſtence ; if it were 
Not 10, what innumerable Sects would ſpring up, 
and by their uncontrouled vices, paſſions and fol- 
lies, root up the foundations of all Religion and 
Morality whatever, = 


The Difſenters ſay, What has Government to 
do with the religious Principles of the People? 
The anſwer is obvious, and if it were not ſo 
ſtrenuouſly inſiſted upon, would merit no reply — 
The truth lies here —our religious Tenets, and 
civil Intereſts are ſo intimately connected, and are 
ſo united in one bond, that it is impoſſible to ſe- 
parate them; if it be allowed, that there muſt be 
an Eftabliſhiment, then it a follow, that Teſts 
and . muſt neceſſarily be required, 
whereby the true Friends may readily be diſtin- 
guiſhed, and their Principles as eaſily * 

| OY | | Fe 


E 
The Teft Act, which is now of ſuch importance 
to Church and State, was paſſed in the twenty- 
fifth year of the reign of Charles the Second, and 
in the year of our Lord, 1673, and ordained, that 
all Perſons who ſhall bear any Offices or Places 
under his Majeſty, ſhall take the Oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy, and receive the Sacrament 
according to the uſage of the Church of England; 
and whoever ſhall refuſe to take the Oaths and the 
- Sacrament as aforeſaid, ſhall be judged incapable 
of any Office. The deſign of this Act is manifeftly 
to guard againſt the Diflenters gaining too great 


an intereſt, or carrying too much weight in the 
Legiſlative Lowers of this es 


Four or five years after alli the Teſt Act in 
1673, there was a Bill brought in for the Relief of 
the Diſſenters, and this, they ſay, was a proof of 
the deſire of the Houſes of Parliament to free 

them from the Inconveniences of it, and make 
them capable of holding the Offices of the State; 
but the truth is, it was deſigned only to exempt 
them from the penalties of the Law which hung 
over them in common with the Papiſts; ſuch as, 
bor not comirig to Church and conforming to the 


Eſtabliſhed Worlkip which penalties the Act of 


B 2 Ip T oleration 


Toleration 3 . 3 away: ſo that 
they may now worſhip God according to their 
own forms, ceremonies, and religious Inſtitutions. 
And though the Legiſlature has removed all the 
difficulties the Diſſenters could poſſibly lie under 
from the Penal Laws, yet at the ſame time, it 
clearly intended, that if they did not conform, by 
taking the Sacrament according to the uſage of 
the Church of England, they ſhould not take upon 
them any Civil or Military Offices, but ſhould - 
remain to be diſabled by the Teſt Act fo to do. 


It appears alſo, in the Reign of King James the 
Second, what were the rea] ſentiments of the 
Prince of Orange, (afterwards King William) re- 
ſpecting the abolition of the Teſt Act; when he 
was requeſted to give his approbation - of it, the 
anſwer of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, was, 
that they did not ſee how it could be expected 
they ſhould conſent to ſuch abrogation, to which 
they had fo juſt an averſion, as being contrary: to 
the laws and cuſtoms of all Chriſtian States, whe- 
ther Proteſtants or Papiſts, who admitted none to 
2 ſhare of the Government or public employ ments, 
but thoſe who profeſſed the Public and Eſtabliſhed 
Religion, and endeavoured to ſecure it from all 
attempts * 5 „ e 


e 


„ 


In April, 1689, the two Houſes addreſſed his 
Majeſty after he came upon the Throne, with 
thanks for his declarations and repeated aſſurances, 
that he would maintain the Church of England, 
eſtabliſhed by Law, praying him ſo to do, by 
which, he would effectually eftabliſh- his Throne. 
And as to the Diſſenters, they promiſed to pro- 
ceed to the Conſiderations of giving them Eaſe : 
the King, the next day, delivered his anſwer to 
the Houſe of Lords, repeating his aſſurances, that 
he was refolved to ſupport the Church, and he 
was happy to be in a Nation able to defend it, and 
he hoped, the Eaſe they deſigned to give to the 
Diſſenters, would remove the differences and mu- 
tual animoſities between them; but we do not find 
that any room was left for their admiſſion into the 

Offices of the State without the proper Qualifica- 
tions: Thus were the bounds between the Church 
and the Diſſenters ſettled after the Revolution, 
when there was every diſpoſition to favour them, 


Z an in ad way which could be in fafety ad- | 
1 mitted. 


The Act of Union, in the fixth year of Queen 
Anne, declares, that all and ſingular Acts of Par- 
5 liament then in force for the eſtabliſhment and 


_ Preſervation 


L 
preſervation of the Church of England,, 484 the 
Doctrines, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government 
thereof, ſhall remain in full force, and is declared 
to be an eſſential and fundamental part of the 
Union between the Kingdoms. There was an Act 
alſo paſſed it the tenth year of Queen Anne, which 
is called, An Act for preſerving the Proteſtant 
Religion by better ſecuring the Church of England 
as by Law Eſtabliſhed, and declares, Whereas, an 
Act was made in the thirteenth year of the reign 
of King Charles the Second, intituled, an Act 
for the well governing and regulating Corpora- 
tions; and another Act in the five and twentieth 
year of the ſaid reign, intituled, An Act for pre- 
venting dangers which may happen from Popith - 
Recuſants; both which Acts were made for the 
ſecurity of the Church of England, as by Law 
Eſtabliſhed; and recites, Be it enacted, if any 
<< Officer, Civil or Military, & c. who receives any 
* Salary, or if any Magiſtrate of a Corporation, 
„% &c. who by the Acts of the thirteenth or twen- 
« ty-fifth of Charles the Second, are obliged to 
% receive the Sacrament, ſhall after their admiſſion 
into their Office, and ducing their Office be 
'« preſent in any Conventicle, ſhall forfeit forty 

* pounds, and when convicted, mall be diſabled to 
00 hold 


10 ] 


* 


* * 4 * * * 1 1 Y 
"TY 8 F 18 = Ck 
a % 5 . N 
E * =o Ds + =Þj 
IT; 2 3 ; 25 A Won, 
N 1 4 * : Th OO + 
58 7 28 aL 
. 


| = 
C 8 


1 "20 
* Py 
$5 88 N 5 ö 
ES 9 28 n oo el 
7 n 0) 9 SR . 
PF ENTS 
EEE DIICIIIETTINTS 7 . 


E IT. J 


* hold bis Office, and incapable of any employ- 

ment in England, &c.” We muſt obſerve, that 
this Act refers to two others of Charles the Second, 
and is continued with an intent to ſecure the 
Church, as by Law Eftabliſhed : and alſo, to keep 
the Diſſenters of every denomination out of Offi- 
ces, Civil and Military, and out of the Govern- 
ment of Corporations; and their reaſons are found- 
ed upon this Confidence, that they muſt in their 
hearts be Enemies to the religious part of the Con- 


- 


ſtitution, and which is ſo inſeparably united with 


the State, that you cannot weaken the one, with- 
out ſhaking | the very foundations of the other, 


The Difſenters then thought 8 3 
in the indulgences given them by the Toleration 
they aſked no more—and ſeemingly - wanted no 
more ; but we now ſee them making open and ha- 
ſty ſtrides for Equality, as they term it; but in fact, 


for Superiority; and which will prove to be the 
5 n if the Barrier be once thrown down between 


It may, perhaps, prove a mutual misfortune to 
= Parties, that their exertions are not uſed at- 
this time upon a religious profeſſion, which was 
formerly held out as their only object; but they 
have now diſcovered, that Ambitign and Intereſt 


* 12 ] 


are the real motives for them. A Diffenter muſt 
de very ignorant, or cannot be ſerious, if he holds 
out, that if all religions were equally indulged in 

this Country, it would be a ſolid foundation for 
unanimity, peace, and concord between us; as it 
muſt be the very reverſe : nor can we believe him, 
if he ſays, that he feels no deſire of propagating 
His own religious Principles; that he looks for no 
Emoluments ; but that he wiſhes for the Abolition 
of the Teſt Act, as it will contribute to the good 
of the People at large. —This is a doctrine, where- 
ever held, ſo oppoſite to the general experience 
and ſeelings of human nature, that it deſerves not 
to have the leaſt credit paid to it. „ ; 
Is it not reaſonable to think and expect, that 
that they would (if armed with ſufficient power) 
endeavour to humble our Eftabliſhed Church, and 
to exalt their own in its room? They did abuſe 
their power when they had it in their hands; 
and why ſhould they not again ? Did they not, in 
© the reign of Charles the Firſt, impoſe a ſolemn 
League and Covenant, when they were aſſured 
that the Members of the Church of England could 
not comply with it ? they violently deprived them 
of their Preferments, and ſequeſtered their Tem- 
poral 


"tal 


— Eſtates; they harraſed them both by the 
Civil and Military Power; they forbad them the 
Ufe,of the Liturgy of the Church, even in private: 
and for ſuch offences, they levied fines, and impri- 
ſoned their Perſons—T heſe Puniſhments were in 
flicted, *till the People who had been blind, open- 
ed their Eyes, and almoſt with one mind, and one 
voice, reſtored King Charles the Second to the 
Throne; when the n recovered her * 
_ | 


It may be fs 1d by the Difſenters of theſe days, 
that it is illiberal, and even unjuſt, te ſuſpect that 
they would now act, as their Forefathers did, 
towards us; all I can ſay is, we can never ſtand 
too much upon our guard, as the modern Diſſen- 
ters publicly profeſs the ſame religious opinions, - 
and ſhew the fame zeal and ardour for the Propo- 
gation and Eſtabliſhment of them. They are now 
Inviting their Brethren of Ireland and Scotland to 
unite with them, as in one Body, and in one com- 
mon cauſe, and declare, That no Candidate ſhall _ 
have a Vote from them to be returned as a Mem- 
ber of the next Parliamenc, but who will give his 
| Promiſe of voting for the repeal of the Teſt ; nor 


have they L in any of their writings, which I have 
8 „ 
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ſeen, ever condemned the perſecuting Principles 


of their Predeceſſors; fo far from it, that the cha- 
racters of the Diſſenters who were the moſt zea- 
lous, and who had engaged in the moſt violent 


meaſures, have been handed down to Poſterity, as 


examples worthy to imitate : and that they were 
even Men whom the World could not ſet too high 


a value upon. 


I have a Paper now before me, PEPE in the 


year 1780, was induſtriouſly diſperſed, and put 


into the hands of many people of our Eftabliſhed 
Church, and this clearly ſhews the views, tempers, 
and diſpoſition of the Diſſenters at that time, it is 


called, 4 declaration of Rights, without which no 
« Engliſhman can be a Free Man, nor the Engliſt 


. Nation a Free People,” It evidently ſtirs up Sedi- 
tion, endeavouring to work upon weak minds; 
telling the Poor, That they have an equal Right, but 
more need, to elect Repreſentatives, than the Rich; 
and robbed of Liberty, is Poor indeed. It further tells 


you, That by the operation of one unconſtitutional Sta- 


tute of the 8th. of Henry the Sixth, It is enacted, on 


5 falſe pretences, that a very great majority of Engliſu- 
men are tyrannically debarred of their Birth-right of 


voting for Members of Parliament: and thus Engi I 
men are degraded to a level with the very Cattle in 


„„ „ 

the Field, or the Sheep in the Fold, which have 15 
voice to ſay, Why are we bought and ſold? Why are 
22. yoked and laden with heavy Burthens ® Why are 
we fleeced and led to the Slaughter ? It then calls on 
their Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow Citizens, to 
 afſeciate in a common Cauſe, and then through Commit- 
tees to let their ſober reſolutions flow to one common Cen- 
tre; and then to be laid before that Houſe of Parlia- 
ment, which: lives but by the Breath , and is bound to 
ſerve and defend the majeſty, of the People ; and then 


religiouſly concludes, Glory to God in the higheſt, on 


8 Earth, Peace, good will towards Men. 
| 


All comments upon this muſt be unneceflary ; 
but I am happy to find that this Peftilential Breath 
has not yet had the Effects upon the Parliament, 
which they expected; and as it may die a natural 
death, 1 fincerely hope, that ſuch a Parliament 
will then be returned as will tend to ſupport his 
| preſent Majz ſy on the Throne, with all its Dig- 
nity ; and as frenuoufly defend. the juſt Rights and 
Liberties of the People. And whatever the wiſhes 
of the Diſſenters may be, ſurely it is a dapgerous | 
and an unwarrantable expedient to appeal to the 
People at large, and to call forth the Paſſions of 
the lower Order and Ranks to our aſſiſtance ; or 
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to charge 83 with the eto of the 
common rights of Mankind: Theſe cannot be 


the proper means of ſeeking - -redreſs againſt the. 
1 ſo much e of. | 


I think they ſhew their Intemperate Zeal, nod 1 
am ſure, a want of Judgment, in ſending a printed 
Paper at this time addreſſed to the Clergy of the 
County of Suffolk, and ſigned, Friend to Chriftia- 
nity. I muſt obſerve, that if he thought of doing 
good, the manner of addreſſing us was Indecent, 
and an unlikely means of effecting it. He accuſes 


us of proftituting the Sacred Elements to Men who 
receive them for mercenary purpoſes; and then 


plainly tells us, that they do nothing but increaſe 

their own damnation. He does not ſay bring, but 
z1ncreaſe, the damnation ; which he muſt charitably 
ſuppoſe to be already on their heads; and ob- 
ſerves alſo, that we, as Clergy, increaſe a burthen 


on our own Conſciences, and a repro. h to our 
ſacred Office, by proftituting the Sacred Elements 
to them; and then ſtiles himſelf a Friend to Chriſ- 


tianity ! The anſwer I ſhall give, ſhall be in the 
words of an Apoſtle, the authority of which 1 ſup- 
poſe he will not diſpute,*** Let not him that Fateth, 
* os a him that Eateth not; and let not him that 
| + Eateth 
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te Eateth not, Judge him that Fateth. ibo art Tou 
Lu that judgeſt another Man's Servant ? to his own 
% Maſter he fandeth or _ OO IT 


As the Difſenters: are now mil as in one body, 
and publicly ſtand forth, and make uſe of every 


engine to obtain the repeal of the Teſt Act, which 


marks the bounds between us and them, and is 
ſuch a Gulph as the violent part of them can never 
paſs over; it equally behoves the true Friends of 
the Church and State, to unite alſo, and oppole 
the abolition of it; as it was originally intended. 
(and the ſame 2 505 hold now) to guard againſt 
their gaining too great an intereſt, or carrying too 
much weight in the Legiſlative Powers in this 
Country ; and which muſt be the inevitable con- 
ſequence, if it ſhould be aboliſhed : for if, by 
their influence, they can obtain a Repeal of it; 
by the ſame influence, they will be able to obtain 
a majority in Parliament on other occaſions : and 
if ſo, is it not reaſcnable to think, or is it not re- 
duced to a certainty, that with ſuch a majority 4 
they would eagerly ſeize the firſt o portunity of 
changing the Civil Eftabliſhment, and endeavour 
to invite the Crown to the Eftablifhment of their 
own 8 their Rites and Ceremonies ; wo 

| | | dWhat 
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that "40 ſhould be the. Eftabliſhed forms in this 


Kingdom : but at all events, as they are a rich 
and opulent Body, they will not fail to create 
ſuch an intereſt in this Country as will contri- 
bute to promote their Ends, and carry all their 
purpoſes. It may be thought by careleſs Obſer- 
vers, that it is very unlikely they ſhould in theſe 
days be able to make ſuch ſtrides, or to gain ſuch 
power; but did not theſe Events happen in the 
reign of Charles the Firſt, when there were un- 
foreſeen, and not even ſuſpected by the Bulk of 
the People; fo that all refiftance became vain, and 
they overturned the whole Conſtitution. 


Tt muſt be acknowledged, that the moſt happy 
Effects have been long experienced by the Liber- 
ties of the People, and the Prerogative of the 
Crown having been ſo clearly aſcertained, and 
both of them limited by the Laws which have 
effectually prevented the confuſion which muſt 
otherwiſe have ariſen, | 


And I muſt obſerve, that whenever the Diſſen- 
ters ſhall have weight and authority ſufficient to 
repeal the Teſt Act; or the Church and State 
Mall infringe, or endeavour to deprive the Diſ- 

| ſenters 
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ſenters of the Liberies which the Toleration gives 
that this Country will ſoon feel the moſt dreadful 
Conſequences ; ſuch as muſt inevitably bring upon 


it all that train of miſchief which is now o effectu- 
ally guarded againf, 
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